"ARGENTINE Diary: The Inside Story of the Coming of Fascism" by Ray Josephs is described as a diary that covers a period of eight months in Argentina, focusing on the emergence of fascism in the country. The book provides firsthand impressions of life under the military regime that took power on June 4, 1943, and continues through January 25, 1944, when diplomatic relations with Axis Powers were severed.

The diary presents detailed accounts of the rapid implementation of totalitarian decrees during this period. These decrees encompassed a wide range of aspects of Argentine society, including the dissolution of political parties, nationalization of labor unions, centralization of police authority, state control over media outlets, imposition of obligatory Catholic teaching in schools, regulation of commodity prices, and even oversight of pigeon-flying.

The book highlights a notable incident where a public declaration signed by 150 supporters of democracy and the Argentine Constitution was met with suppression reminiscent of Hitler's tactics. The signatories, including prominent figures from various fields, were dismissed from their public positions, regardless of their achievements or contributions.

"ARGENTINE Diary" offers valuable insights into the conditions prevailing in Argentina after the military coup in mid-1943. It serves as a rare source of information, providing readers interested in Latin America with a reliable understanding of the developments that led to the rise of fascism in Argentina. However, the reader is advised to keep in mind that circumstances may have evolved since the book was written due to subsequent events.

Overall, the book is recommended for those seeking to gain a deeper understanding of the historical context, societal changes, and political shifts that marked this critical period in Argentina's history.
